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New Year Message 
  Your SCOA Committee 

wishes members and 

their families a safe 

and enjoyable 2010 

and a rewarding year 

for all of us in our 

endeavours. 

 

 

 

Autumn  2010 with SuperTime issue 78  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT   Maurie Rowe 
FOR YOUR DIARY  

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 23rd March 2010 

9.30 am for 10 am start 

BCC Central Library 
Community Room , Ground Floor 

Guest speaker— 

Dr Annette Barbetti 
Federal President—SCOA 

 

SPECIAL NOTE TO 

MEMBERS  

Let Committee Members  know 

your suggestions and interests, 

topics for a guest speaker, and 

whether you can serve on the 

committee for some time. 

Refreshments from 9:30am 

Membership fees can be paid 

before 10 am commencement. 

AGM 2010 AGENDA 
Welcome—& memory (departed members) 

REPORTS—President; Secretary; 

Treasurer; Federal Councillor 

ELECTIONS 2010—Committee 

Comments from Members 

Guest Speaker—Dr Barbetti 

Question for Dr Barbetti 

Conclusion 

Bulletin-Qld 
Published quarterly — This edition published February 2010 — SCOA Queensland 

INDEXATION 

2010 may well be the ñmake or breakò 
year in SCOAôs campaign for fairer 
indexation. The Matthews Report was a 
significant setback, but with the Federal 
election due this year, we have the 
opportunity to use our strength 
weapon against politicians ð OUR 

VOTE. 

SCOA will be targeting Government 
and Opposition MPôs generally but 
ultimately, it is your vote which will 
gain the attention of your local MP.        

I urge you to make your 
dissatisfaction with CPI indexation known 
to your local MP (Government or 
Opposition) and get them to state their 
position on fairer indexation for 

ComSuper recipients. 

We need to be ready. If you need an 
indexation information kit to give to your 
MP please contact the Secretary or any 

Committee member. 

Start action now and maintain the 
pressure as we donôt know how soon 
the election may be held. 

COMMITTEE POSITIONS 

John Swann and Gil Porter will be 

stepping down from the Branch 

Committee at the 2010 AGM. 

I wish to thank John and Gil for 

their advice and support during my 

two years as President and wish them 

well for the future. (see testimonies 

on page 2). 

I thank Peter Ridgewell for 

offering his services as Treasurer and 

welcome him to the Committee.. 
HELP ñ we desperately need 

members to join the Branch Committee. 
The response to my letter to Brisbane 

* NOW DUE * 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR 2010 
SEE PAGE 4 

members last August was disappointing. 
The only positive response was from 

Peter as Treasurer. 

There are five vacancies and these 
positions need to be filled to enable your 
Committee to carry out the important work 
to maintain and improve your benefits. 
Without more Committee members, the 
services to members will suffer.    
OBTAIN THE SATISFACTION OF 
HELPING YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS 
AND JOIN THE COMMITTEE. PLEASE 
NOMINATE FOR ELECTION AT THE 
AGM ON 23 MARCH. SEE THE 
NOMINATION FORM ON PAGE 4 OF 
THIS BULLETIN. 

If you wish to find out more about 
being a Committee member, please come 
along to our next Committee meeting on 2 
March or contact me or any Committee 

member. 

MEMBERS SUBSCRIPTIONS 

I apologise to those members who 
received a reminder letter last November 
to pay their 2009 subscriptions after they 
had already paid them. This occurred 
through a breakdown in our procedures 
following the splitting of the Secretary and 

Treasurer positions in March 2009. 

This has now been rectified and the 
address label on this Bulletin should 
reflect the correct status of your 

subscriptions. However, if you have paid 
this yearôs subscriptions in the past three 
weeks, please disregard the advice on the 

label re 2010 fees being due. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Our membership has been decreasing 
over recent years and this may be partly 
due to the disenchantment among some 
members over SCOAôs lack of success in 
securing improved indexation culminating 

with the Matthews Report outcomes. 

This is not the time to abandon the 
cause and terminate membership.  

Now, more than ever, SCOA needs 
membership support to enable the 
indexation campaign to be ramped up 
to target the Government and 
Opposition in the lead up to the 2010 
election. 

(Continued on page 2) 

    ALREADY PAID YOUR FEES?
Anyone who has paid by cheque and 

whose SuperTime label indicated that 

fees were outstanding, please contact 

Secretary Joan O’Connor to clarify the 

situation, phone 07 3863 1055.  
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SUPERANNUATED 

COMMONWEALTH OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION 

QUEENSLAND BRANCH 

EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEE 

SCOA Qld Inc—ABN 61 601 905 251 

PO BOX 264, Albany Creek Qld 4035 

Email—scoa.qld@scoa.asn.au 

Phone/Fax—07 3863 1055 

 

President 

Maurie Rowe ---------------- 5535 8667 

   email: scoaqldpres@bigpond.com 

Vice Presidents: 

Merv Hazell - also Federal Councillor 

and Special Projects sub-committee: 

   Ph/Fax: ---------------------- 3396 8663 

   email: hazellm@bigpond.com 

Ken Harrison— and Membership             

   sub-committee ------------- 3408 6178 

   email: popslor@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary & Public Officer: 

Joan O’Connor Ph/Fax------- 3863 1055 

   email: scoa.qld@scoa.asn.au 

  PO Box 264 Albany Creek Qld 4035 

Treasurer 

John Swann Ph/Fax: -------- 3264 4734 

   email: scoaqldtreas@bigpond.com 

Editor - Newsletter: 

Gil Porter --------------------- 3359 4388 

   email: gil@geeport.com 

Immediate Past President: 

Garnet Foley ----------------- 3269 4589 

   email: gbfoley@yahoo.com.au 

Committee: 

Neville Carnegie — Research Officer 

   Ph. ---------------------------- 3350 2314 

   email: fredafred@bigpond.com 

Joe Johnston ------------------ 3366 2287   

Damian Jones ----------------- 5497 8310           

Ken Railton ------------------- 5576 5985  
 

Regional Representatives: 

Bundaberg- 

Leslie Simmons  ------------- 4153 5969 

Cairns/Tablelands - 

Marie-Claire Nemec --------- 4032 1398 

Gold Coast - 

Dr Ross J Richards  ---------- 5535 6756 

Mackay - 

Ken Whyte  ------------------- 4952 4104 

Fraser Coast - 

Barry McGrane  -------------- 4194 6898 

Rockhampton - 

Vacant position  --------------  

Sunshine Coast - 

Robyn Graham  -------------- 5494 2557 

Toowoomba - 

Thomas R. Blomeley -------- 4635 7100 

Townsville - 

Alice Kippin  ----------------- 4728 4661 

Federal Council believes 

we should represent 

women members’ special 

interests. Let Secretary 

Joan O’Connor know your 

concerns phone 3863 1055 

or  email scoa.qld@scoa.asn.au 

WOMEN’S INTERESTS  

This campaign needs money to be 
effective, so please renew your 
membership as soon as possible. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

There have been some enquiries 
from members regarding what the office 
hours are for our Branch. All of our 
Committee members are volunteers who 
give considerable time to SCOA and do 

their best to serve members. 

There will therefore be occasions 
when the person you wish to contact 
may not be available. If this is the 
Secretary, leave a message on the 
answering machine and Joan will return 
your call as soon as practicable. If it is an 
urgent matter, please contact myself or 
another Committee member who may be 
able to assist you. Our contact details 
appear on page 2 of each Bulletin. (eg. 

See the column at the left) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
We are fortunate that our Federal 

President Dr Annette Barbetti will be 
guest speaker at our AGM. Dr Barbetti 
addressed meetings of members on the 
Gold and Sunshine Coasts last October 
and discussed many issues that SCOA is 
pursuing. 

Come along to the AGM and hear 
first hand what SCOAôs plans are for 
2010 in relation to the indexation 
campaign and other matters being 
pursued. This is your chance to put your 
views to our Federal President and ask 
questions.  

(Continued from page 1) 

DISCLAIMER -- SCOA Queensland Bulletin is 
produced for the information of members of 
SCOA. It is written with care, in good faith and 
from sources believed to be accurate. However, 
readers should not act, or refrain from acting, 
solely on the basis of information in the Bulletin 
about financial, taxation, health or any other 
matter. Having regard for their own particular 
circumstances, readers should consult the 
relevant authorities or other advisers with exper-
tise in the particular field. Neither SCOA nor the 
editors accept any responsibility for actions 
taken by readers. No part of the Bulletin may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted by any means, without the prior 
written consent of SCOA Queensland. - Opin-
ions expressed in articles and advertisements 
do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher. 

COPYRIGHT © 2010 Superannuated 

Commonwealth Officers’ Association 
(Queensland) Inc. 

Thanks John and Gil 
 

John Swann will be stepping down 

as Treasurer at the 2010 AGM. 

John was Secretary/Treasurer for 9 

years and Treasurer for the past 12 

months. During this time he has 

devoted considerable time and effort 

into the administration of our Branch 

and maintaining its membership 

records. 

The positions of Secretary and 

Treasurer are pivotal to any 

organization and when combined 

represent a high workload. 

John has made a significant 

contribution to SCOA and its 

members in fulfilling these joint roles. 

 

Our Bulletin Editor Gil Porter will 

be standing down from the Branch 

Committee and as Bulletin Editor at 

the 2010 AGM. 

Gil has been on the Committee for 

about 8 years and has devoted a 

considerable amount of his time to the 

role of Bulletin Editor. He has done an 

outstanding job in producing the 

Bulletin and has developed it from a 

black and white publication to the 

excellent colour production you now 

receive (if via the internet). 

Gil has always looked at ways to 

improve the content and format of the 

Bulletin and you will notice that again 

in this edition. 

Thanks John and Gil for your 

significant contribution to SCOA and 

best wishes for the future. 

Editor CommentðIf there is a 

member who would like to give the 

job as Editor a try, Iôll be willing 

to help them gain familiarity with 

using the software to do the job. 

Special 

Offer 
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CPI  & PENSION NEWS 
Finances - 2009 ð Actual & Budget  

Ledger 2009 actual 2009 budget 

Income $34,179 $49,620 

              Member subs     $28,212    $43,680 

        Donations 

  

   $  3,207    $  3,960 

     Interest    $  2,760    $  1,980 

Expenses $46,234 $47,860 

         Administration    $42,359    $43,298 

Meetings    $    365    $  1,270 

         Special Events    $  3,510    $  3,292 

Net Profit/Loss        - $ 12,055 $  1,760 

Note these figures are rounded and unaudited.   

                                                     Come to the AGM for the official report. 

 

 

Federal Councillor’s Report 
Merv Hazell 

       
The Bulletin marks the retirement from 
the Committee of John Swann and I wish 
to extend my personal thanks to John for 
his work for the members and the 
committee.   
Being the Secretary/Treasurer is very 
demanding and John in many ways has 
helped the operations of SCOA in 
Queensland. 
SuperTime  contains a plethora of articles 
on topics of concern to our members.                                
It also highlights a success for our 
members in the changes to the rules  
governing mistakes made by Tax Agents 
ï the previous system was inequitable. 
 
Email Address. 
This is very important as SCOA 
occasionally needs to contact members 
on particular issues e.g. campaigns.                                                                   
Obviously this information will not be  
provided to any external agency but 
please help us by giving Joan OôConnor 
your details. 
 
National Magazine. 
The Federal Secretary is currently 
examining proposals that will reduce the 
cost of producing SuperTime.  Options 
being considered include a magazine with 
state inserts or a magazine with a certain 
amount of space allocated for each state.  
Your views on preferred options are 
eagerly awaited. 

 
Membership. 
Sadly, our numbers continue to decline 
with a corresponding detrimental effect on 
our capacity to serve you, the members.  
Please renew your membership and seek 
former work mates (I know it is not easy) 
to join in our endeavours. 
 
Issues of Concern. 
Please remember that SCOA is our 
Organisation.  The Committee needs 
feedback to ensure that we are in fact 
pursuing the issues of concern to you, the 
members. 
 
Activities ð 2010. 
This year will certainly not be any less 
demanding ï the Matthews Report was a 
blow.  There are many other issues that 
require attention so if we ask for your 
support in letter writing, visiting MPôs etc 
please help.                                       

A sad but inescapable fact is that 
membership of SCOA is presently in 
decline.  It is a major problem and has to 
be addressed.  The decline has occurred 
because the organisation does not have 
access to the names and addresses of 
public servants who are retiring or being 
made redundant.  In the past such people 
became aware of SCOA when a SCOA 
membership brochure was included with 
superannuation pension advice from 
ComSuper.  That facility is no longer 
available. 
 
Our Branch has been looking for  ways to 
overcome the problem and it has been 
possible to make some progress.  With 
assistance from CPSU it has been made 
possible for persons retiring from 
Centrelink, Medicare and Childrensô 
Services  to be provided with a SCOA 
membership brochure.  We will continue 
to try to make contact with all other 
Commonwealth Departments and 
Agencies. 
 
However, as in all matters, word of mouth 
is the most successful recruitment 
method and members are urged to 
promote SCOA to any eligible friends/
acquaintances.  An organisation is only 
as strong as its membership base.  We 
must all try to overcome the problem of 
declining membership  

Membership 

 Ken Harrison 

 
The ABS Consumer Price Index rose 0.5% 
in the December quarter 2009, compared 
with a rise of 1.0% in the September 
quarter 2009.  
The most significant price rises this 
quarter were for fruit (+15.9%), domestic 
holiday travel and accommodation 
(+6.6%), house purchase (+1.0%), rent 
(+1.0%) and beer (+2.1%). The most 
significant offsetting price falls were 
automotive fuel (ï2.8%), audio, visual and 
computing equipment (ï7.1%) and 
pharmaceuticals (ï5.3%). 
The ABS Consumer Price Index rose 2.1% 
through the year to December quarter 
2009, compared to an annual rise of 1.3% 
to September quarter 2009. 
Further information is available in 
Consumer Price Index, Australia (cat no. 
6401.0) 
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 

A man called his doctor for an 

appointment. "I'm sorry," said 

the receptionist, "we can't fit 

you in for at least two weeks." 

"But I could be dead by then!" 

"No problem. If your wife lets 

us know, we'll cancel the 

appointment." 
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Members are welcome to 
attend Branch Executive 
Committee as an observer.  
Meetings are held at CPSU 
rooms, South Brisbane on the 
first Tuesday of each month 
unless otherwise noted.  

Mar 2, Apr 6, May 4 
Contact Qld Branch Secretary          

Joan  O’Connor 

(phone  3863 1055) 

email scoa.qld@scoa.asn.au 

to confirm venue details   

COMSUPER 

ComSuper administers Australian 

Government superannuation schemes 

including CSS, PSS, PSSap, Mili-

tarySuper, DFRDF, DFRF, PNG and 

1922 superannuation schemes.  

Contact your scheme by writing to:  

(your scheme name),  

PO Box 22,  

Belconnen, ACT 2616 

Or Ph: 1300 001 777 (local call fee ).     

CSS members email:      

pensions@css.gov.au 
More email addresses available. 

VISIT the website for details: 

www.ComSuper.gov.au 

SUPERANNUATED COMMONWEALTH OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION QUEENSLAND BRANCH INC. 

TO: The Returning Officer—PO BOX 264  ALBANY CREEK  QLD  4035 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS & MEMBERS OF BRANCH EXECUTIVE to be held on March 23rd 2010 

WE …………………………………...……(Nominator)   …….……………………………………… (Seconder) 
        (Full Name please)   (Full Name please) 

            ……………………………….…..(signature)           …………………………………(signature) 

HEREBY NOMINATE ……………………………………………………………...………. (Full Name please) 

FOR ELECTION AS …………………………… (See positions available below)  In accordance with Rule 63 

 

I CONSENT to the above nomination …………………………..….. (Nomineeôs Signature) Date ……………….. 

This nomination must be in the hands of the Returning Officer at least 7 days prior to the AGM—23rd March 2010 

POSITIONS for Nomination to Executive—  President                            Vice-President (2 positions)  

            Secretary Treasurer               Federal Councillor             Committee (10 positions)  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION-RENEWAL 
MEMBER ID .......................... (See your magazine label for this number) 

MEMBER Family Name  .................................................................. 

Given names .............................................................................................. 

Name of spouse/partner ...................................................................... 

Address ....................................................................................................... 

..................................................................................................................... 

City/Town/Suburb ..................................................................................... 

..........................................................Postcode............................................ 

Type of member -                        

(Please } Contributor  Fees enclosed  $..................... 

(circle  } Contributor + partner     DONATION  $..................... 

(1 item } Widow/er  TOTAL  $...................... 

Payment by - Cheque - M.O. - MasterCard - Visa (circle one) 

CC Number   __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __  

Expiry date __ __ / __ __ Signature ==>…………………………… 

Subscription Rates for  

Queensland Branch Membership 

DUE on and from JANUARY 1 2010 

Ordinary ---------------------------      $29 

Contributor + spouse/partner ----    $40 

Contributor Widow/er --------------  $21 

Personal contact details please —

Date of birth ……/……/…….. 

Phone -  (      ) .............................. 

Fax -      (      ) .............................. 

Mobile - .......................................... 

email - ............................................ 
 

NOTE - This information is held in a 

confidential file for SCOA purposes only. 

PLEASE POST TO - PO Box 264 

ALBANY CREEK QLD 4035 

KEEP YOUR 

SUBSCRIPTION CURRENT 

Advise any change of address, 

phone and email information.  

YOU ARE IMPORTANT TO SCOA 

- QLD. We are here to further 

YOUR interests. 

Please send subscriptions and 

donations (appreciated) to:  

Treasurer -SCOAQld),  

PO Box 264, Albany Ck 4035. 

Cheques and credit cards accepted 

(MasterCard or Visa only) OR 

Internet/Bank Transfer to SCOA 

Qld A/c 00902651 BSB 064-000 

** NO CASH please ** 

Confirm all details by email to 

scoaqldtreas@bigpond.com  

PLEASE INCLUDE ALSO 

MEMBERSHIP ID NUMBER 

(See your address label for this) 

When sending a change of address 

please include your new telephone 

number. It would also be helpful if 

you put your membership number 

on the back of any cheques. 


